
DEFINITIONS OF TNM 

Definition of Primary Tumor (T)

T Category Thickness Ulceration status

TX: primary tumor Not applicable Not applicable
thickness cannot be
assessed (e.g.,
diagnosis
by curettage)
TO: no evidence of Not applicable Not applicable
primary tumor (e.g.,
unknown primary
or completely
regressed melanoma)
Tis (melanoma in situ ) Not applicable Not applicable

TI <1.0 mm Unknown or unspecified

T ía <0.8 mm W ithout ulceration
T lb <0.8 mm With ulceration

0.8— 1.0 mm With or without ulceration

T2 >1.0-2 .0  mm Unknown or unspecified

T2a >1.0-2.0 mm W ithout ulceration
T2b >1.0-2.0 mm With ulceration

T3 >2.0-4.0 mm Unknown or unspecified

T3a >2.0-4 .0  mm W ithout ulceration

T3b >2.0^1.0 mm With ulceration

T4 >4.0 mm Unknown or unspecified

T4a >4.0 mm Without ulceration

T4b >4.0 mm With ulceration

N
Category

N2a

N2b

N2c

Extent of regional lymph node and/or  
lymphatic metástasis

Presence of in-transit, 
Number of tumor-involved satellite, and/or

N3

Definition of Regional Lymph Node (N)

Extent o f regional lymph node and/or  
lymphatic metástasis

regional lymph node
Two or three clinically 
occult (i.e., detected by 
SLN biopsy)
Two or three, at least one of No 
which was clinically 
detected
One clinically occult or Yes 
clinically detected 
Four or more tumor-involved 
nodes or in-transit, satellite, 
and/or microsatellite 
metastases with two or more 
tumor-involved nodes, or 
any number o f matted nodes 
without or with in-transit, 
satellite, and/or microsatellite 
metastases
Four or more clinically No
occult (i.e., detected by 
SLN biopsy)
Four or more, at least one o f No 
which was clinically 
detected, or presence of any 
number of matted nodes 
Two or more clinically Yes
occult or clinically detected 
and/or presence o f any 
number of matted nodes

Definition of Distant Metástasis (M)

microsatellite metastases
No

N3a

N3b

N3c

Presence of in-transit,
N Number of tumor-involved satellite, and/or M Criteria

Category regional lymph node microsatellite metastases M Category Anatomic site LDH level

NX Regional nodes not assessed 
(e.g., SLN biopsy not

No M0 No evidence o f distant 
metástasis

Not applicable

IMsedon lanoiger ,demrofrep Evidence o f distant See below
previously removed for metástasis
another reason) M ía Distant metástasis to skin, Not recorded or
Exception: pathological N soft tissue including muscle, unspecified
category is not required for M la(0) and/or nonregional lymph Not elevated
TI melanomas, use cN. M la ( l) node Elevated

NO No regional metastases 
detected

No M lb Distant metástasis to lung 
with or without M 1 a sites of

Not recorded or 
unspecified

NI One tumor-involved node or M lb(0) disease Not elevated
in-transit, satellite, and/or

Elevated
microsatellite metastases M lb ( l)

with no tumor-involved nodes M le Distant metástasis to Not recorded or

N ía One clinically occult (i.e., No non-CNS visceral sites with unspecified

N lb
detected by SLN biopsy) 
One clinically detected No

M lc(0)
M lc ( l)

or without M 1 a or M 1 b sites 
o f disease

Not elevated 
Elevated

N lc No regional lymph node Yes M ld Distant metástasis to CNS Not recorded or

disease with or without M 1 a, M 1 b, or unspecified

N2 Two or three tumor-involved 
nodes or in-transit, satellite,

M ld(0)
M ld ( l)

M lc  sites of disease Normal
Elevated

and/or microsatellite metastases Suffixes for M category: (0) LDH not elevated, (1) LDH elevated.
with one tumor-involved node No suffix is used if LDH is not recorded or is unspecified.



AJCC PROGNOSTIC STAGE GROUPS 

Clinical (cTNM)

C linical staging includes m icrostaging o f the prim ary m ela 
nom a and clinical/radiologic/biopsy evaluation for m etastases. 
By convention, clinical staging should be used after biopsy o f 
the prim ary m elanom a, w ith clinical assessm ent fo r regional 
and distant m etastases. Note that pathological assessm ent o f 
the prim ary m elanom a is used fo r both clinical and patho 
logical classification. D iagnostic biopsies to evalúate possible 
regional and/or distant m etástasis also are included. N ote 
there is only one stage group for clinical Stage III m elanom a.

Then the clinical
When T is ... And N is ... And M is.. . stage
Tis NO MO 0
T ía NO MO IA
T lb NO MO IB
T2a NO MO IB
T2b NO MO IIA
T3a NO MO IIA
T3b NO MO IIB
T4a NO MO IIB
T4b NO MO IIC
Any T. Tis >N1 MO III
Any T Any N MI IV

Pathological (pTNM)

Pathological staging includes m icrostaging o f the prim ary 
m elanom a, including any additional staging inform ation 
from  the w ide-excision (surgical) specim en that constitu tes 
prim ary tum or surgical treatm ent and pathological in form a 
tion about the regional lym ph nodes after SLN  b iopsy or 
therapeutic lym ph node dissection  for c linically  evident 
regional lym ph node disease.

When T is ... And N is ... And M is...
Then the pathological 
stage group is ...

Tis NO MO 0
T ía NO MO IA
T lb NO MO IA
T2a NO MO IB
T2b NO MO IIA
T3a NO MO IIA
T3b NO MO IIB
T4a NO MO IIB
T4b NO MO IIC
TO N lb , N lc MO IIIB
TO N2b, N2c, 

N3b or N3c
MO IIIC

T 1 a/b-T2a N ía  or N2a MO IIIA

Then the pathological 
When T is . . .  And N is ... And M is ... stage group is ...
T la/b -T 2a NI b/c or 

N2b
MO IIIB

T2b/T3a N la-N 2b MO IIIB
T la-T 3a N2c or 

N3a/b/c
MO IIIC

T3b/T4a Any N >N 1 MO IIIC
T4b N 1 a-N 2c MO IIIC
T4b N3a/b/c MO IIID
Any T, Tis Any N MI IV

Pathological Stage 0 (melanoma in situ) and TI do not require patho 
logical evaluation of lymph nodes to complete pathological staging; use 
cN information to assign their pathological stage.

r/yc/yp Classification

For additional inform ation  on recurrent/retreatm ent (r) and/ 
or posttherapy/post neoadjuvant therapy (yc/yp) staging, 
p lease  re fer to C hap ter 1.

REGISTRY DATA COLLECTION VARIABLES

1. B reslow  tum or th ickness (xx.x m m )
2. Prim ary tum or ulceration  (yes/no)
3. M itotic rate (w hole num ber per square millimeter 

[m m 2])
4. M icrosate llites (pathologically  detected  satellites, not 

clin ically  apparent) (yes/no)
5. T um or-infiltrating lym phocytes (absent, nonbrisk, or 

brisk)
6. C lark  level o f  invasión (I-V )
7. R egression (yes/no)
8. N eurotropism  (present o r absent)
9. Lym phovascular invasión (present o r absent)

10. In-transit and /or satellite m etástasis (in-transit, satel 
lite, both)

11. Regional lym ph node c lin ically  o r radiologically 
detected  (yes/no)

12. M icroscopic confirm ation o f  tum or m etástasis in any 
regional lym ph node that was clin ically  o r radiologi 
cally detected  (yes/no)

13. SLN  biopsy perform ed (yes/no)
14. N um ber o f  nodes exam ined from  sentinel node proce 

dure  (w hole num ber)
15. N um ber o f tum or-involved nodes from  sentinel node 

procedure  (w hole num ber)
16. Sentinel node tum or burden (largest dim ensión of 

largest d iscrete deposit in xx.x m m )
17. EN E  in any tum or-involved regional lym ph node 

(sentinel o r c lin ically  detected) (present or absent)
18. C om pletion  o r therapeutic lym ph node dissection 

perform ed (yes/no)


